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WELLPOINT FOUNDATION AWARDS INVEST IN KIDS $50,000 TO IMPROVE PREGNANCY OUTCOMES OF FIRST-TIME, LOW-INCOME MOTHERS IN COLORADO
Funding will benefit Nurse-Family Partnership, one of Invest in Kids’ two research-based, proven programs
DENVER, Colo. – July 27, 2010 –

A $50,000 grant from the Wellpoint Foundation will help Invest in Kids bring Nurse-Family Partnership to 2,600 women across Colorado.  This program is designed to improve the pregnancy outcomes, child health and development and economic self-sufficiency of first-time, low-income mothers.  
On the March of Dimes’ most recent Premature Birth Report Card, Colorado received a D.  Early birth is the leading cause of infant death, and preterm babies who survive are more likely to face lifelong challenges such as breathing problems, developmental delays, cerebral palsy, and other difficulties.  Funding for Nurse-Family Partnership will help reduce alcohol and drug use during pregnancy, reduce preterm and low-birth weight births, and reduce domestic violence during pregnancy, according to Lisa Merlino, executive director of Invest in Kids.  “What makes this program unique among so many programs striving to help our most vulnerable moms is its research,” says Merlino. “Because we have over thirty years of randomized, controlled trials showing us that this program works, we can very specifically target these moms and the issues that they face.”
In the program, clients enroll voluntarily and are visited by a specially trained nurse 2-4 times per month from as early as possible in their pregnancy until their baby turns two years old.  The average client in Colorado’s Nurse-Family Partnership program is 19 years old and less than half are high school graduates.  Only 18% have health coverage other than Medicaid.
"These programs are an important component of the Foundation's goals of increasing the number of women who receive prenatal care in the first trimester, helping to reduce the number of babies with low birth weight and the number of babies born preterm," added Sally Kweskin, director of public relations for Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield of Colorado. "We are pleased to support Invest in Kids to address such critical health issues with this vulnerable group of women."  
The WellPoint Foundation, Inc. is a private, non-profit organization wholly funded by WellPoint, Inc. (operating as Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield in Colorado).  Through charitable contributions and programs, the Foundation promotes WellPoint's inherent commitment to enhance the health and well-being of individuals and families in communities that WellPoint's affiliate health plans serve. The Foundation focuses its funding on strategic initiatives that address and provide innovative solutions to health care challenges, as well as promoting the Healthy Generations Program, a multi-generational initiative that targets specific disease states and medical conditions. To learn more about the WellPoint Foundation please visit www.wellpointfoundation.org.
Headquartered in Denver, Colorado, Invest in Kids is a statewide non-profit working to improve the health and well-being of vulnerable young children and families throughout Colorado.  Working in partnership with local communities, Invest in Kids identifies, introduces, implements, and ensures the success of research-based, proven programs.  Each of Invest in Kids’ programs has a minimum of twenty years of clinical trials demonstrating its success at improving pregnancy outcomes and child health and development, increasing social, emotional, and mental health of at-risk young children, and improving school readiness.  In 2010, Invest in Kids’ programs will serve over 6,000 at-risk children and 2,900 parents.  To learn more about Invest in Kids, please visit www.iik.org.  
About Invest in Kids 

Founded in 1999, Invest in Kids’ mission is to improve the health and well-being of vulnerable young children and families throughout Colorado.  Working in partnership with local communities, Invest in Kids identifies, introduces, implements, and ensures the success of research-based, proven programs. Invest in Kids is presently operating in more than 50 counties within Colorado. For more information visit http://www.IIK.org.
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